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REPRESENTAT 10 A 


State of Religion, 


—— 


With regard to the late exceſſive Growth of 


, Indeliry, Hereſy, and Profancneſ : 
Unanimouſly agreed upon by a 


JOINT COMMITTEE 
Both Houſes of Convocation, 


OF THE 


| Province of CANTERBURY. —— 
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Afterwards rejected by the Ur yx . 7 7 
5 Paſſed in the Lo WER Ho us.. 
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Members of the Committee. 
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De N 2 s and Advantages 
8 Among ith, there is none that mare 1 5. | 
Care and Conchn ſbews by Tour Mijefty 2 oy Vn of 
ee eee 
5 ane Printiptes, openly propagated among Tour Subj 
have endeavour d to undermine and deſtroy it. abs 5 7 * 8 
e e eee ee, eee 
eſs theſe daring impious Attempts ; or that p ca ab Tons 
2 o for their Counſel and * a 1 ow End: e 175 
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It is, On Accounts, our t0 do the armoft that lien | toward pro- 
moting fo excellent a Work. We hive, therefore, apply d our ſelves with diligence 
to conſider the Matters to us referr'd, and do now, in Obedience to Tour: 
Commands, humbly lay before Jour Majeſty, — vet oe 
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ARETREZSsENTATTON of the preſent State of Religio dmong 
U, with regard to the late exceſſive Growth of Infidelity, H 
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ant, without naſpeakable Grief, reflect on that Deluge of 
. piety and Licentiouſneſs, which hath broke in upon us, 2 
| pread the Face of this Church and Kingdom; eminent, in fefmer 
| times, for Purity of Faith, and Sobriety of Manners. Sv © 
The Source of theſe great Evils, as far back.as We have trac'd it, ſeems to have 
deen, that long unnatural Rebellion, which looſen' d all the Bands 8 and 
Order, and overtura's the goodly Frame of our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil . Conſti- 
tut ion. 5 FY « i a 8 5 9 a 
The Hypocriſy, Enthuſiaſm, and variety of wild and monſtrous Errors, which 
abounded, during thoſe Confuſſons, hegat in the Minds of Men ( too cakily carried 
into Extremes) a diſregard for the very Appearances of Religion, and ended in a 
rit of downright Libertiniſm and Profaneneſs, which hath ever ſince too much pre- 
vail'd among Us. It was, indeed, check d, and kept Under, for a time, by the Lo- 
gal Reſtraints laid on the Prefs, and by the juſt dread of P » Which hung over 
our Heads: Bur, as ſbon as theſe Fears were removed, and thoſe Reſtraints were 
taken off, - broke _ with the Crone pour and Violence. | 
There have not been wanting, G iſed, the hearty Endeavours of good 
Men to reſiſt the Growth of theſe fpreading Rvils, Books have been writteg in de- 
fence of the Fundamental Truths, Whether of natural or revealed Religion, with 
reat Clearneſs, and Strength of Argument; the vain Pleas of the ſeveral Advocates 
r Infidelity have been particularfy . refuted; Societies have been 
form'd, and Funds of Charity rais d, for the gation of our holy Faith, for 
the — Education of poor Children, and for the Increaſe of Chriſtian Know! 
dy plain and uſeful Diſconrſes ; diſtributed among the meaner Soft, in great Varie- 
ty and Number. Authority hath often” Inter pos d, ſor the countenancing theſe W 
cellent Deſigns, for withſtanding the bold Attempts, and preventing the | 
creaſe of lrreligion and Profaneneſs. To this end, Royal Injunctions, and Rec | 
mations have iſſued, Acts of Parliament, have paſſed, Proſecutions at Law have beet 
ordered, gracions r the Throne have been made; and from thence 
dright Patterns of Piery and 9 forth, 'as would, In au Age, le 


"me! 


e than this, have diffes'd their happy Influence” thro? all Orders of Men 
among us. ry 


uſed, by publick-or private Perſons, +0 ſtop the Growth of-chis-Evil, have proved 

In the midſt of ſuch Diſcouragements Infidelity hath taken deep Root, 

1 DS cultivared with Care, hath ſpread its Branches wide, and ſhot up to an 
ie Riche; and brought forth Fruits in in great abundance. . 
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Rl ee th bel b by 8 Notice lately taken.of 
„ fro hem ane, and with yet greater 
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8 Prifitks therein” che 47 es is je avowed and B 'd; and a 
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pech prefix'd pea uae 1535 — 5 not — — 8 to dedicate Kto de A 
0 — 7 Bif i Convocation aſſembled ; 3 we 
to believe: 1 . and encourag 
Ae t, yt Uberal Contributions, 15 inſidious Applanies of thoſe, mhoars the 
ge 1 Kd Er es 20 gion and Js. | 8 d 
* | he Saciman Tracts, w publiſh” were 
A, | For they well knew, that the chief Articles 


- " would by that means 

„ Tok: the Attals which might afterwards be made 
| 85 "Which the Seinen Controvely ſoon was improv d. 
| rhe tan; . ener way, againſt the Divinity o 


uch others of a oa ay 


in to 8 14 were ſpoken of with prophane Levity a 
== nd 'Sufferings were his Peron was blaſphem' 
. e eee , . d. Judge 
E 858 ritt He ee bells firſt deny d, all Supernatural Operations 
7 of Wha e ee 4d the Graee of God, wa mil 


(6 
curd. A-Myſteries in Religion were ex hloded, as abſut᷑ d and uſaleſd Spenulatiotx; 
as implying Coat radickious, and means nothing, and therefore; :avincapable af» 
becn Aſſent .o nea ſonable Minds. <rGq»4 ten ada 
Tho cheme of 
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uty:prapos'd:hyothe Goſpel, was undervnlu di and: ſaidindt ta 
he beyond the reach of bilymane lnventzons; the Aaſuich Account of the Creation why 1 
ropre ſvnted as mere Allegany, and Fab has the natural lmmortality uf che Soul wh 
oppos'd, as a vulgar and groundleſs Error; the Inſpiratian of Hol Writ Was ſo ee 
plaind as muννẽjẽ dito a Denial of it e Rüthoritꝗ of the pr Canou of Scrip- 
ture was — owl 8 Paſlagey/ ant ier it: w 
more than inſinuated. Frixiſts w out; inct on, Weng tradug'd, fas Im poſers on 
the Ctedolity of Mankind y/ vilify d a has the Hh and Off ſcoiring of alli 
Phings:2And thoſe. Religipus Ordinances, which cheyi were àppointetl to diſpenſe, 
ehen the hief of them, bedupper of the Lord, were! ſpoken of witho 
ſuch a degroe of ungudiy Mockery; ahd. iaſlent Scoring; ns filhd the / Hæhrts of 
hriſtians with H drrar anꝗꝗ⁰ A nent, Nay, Religion: it ſelf was, in fametbf 
_ their-lokfe Writingv:fa.deſcrib'd, as ii it were: nothing but 4 melanchdy. Freneyt 
dan Atmü af Hal 1h) e N L. 0e To nog 11H A Hider ydp ig 
The Grounds of believing the Goſpel, in this Age, have been repreſented, -avleſy 
frm «an certain, by:a — — uf the) Degrees, anrονing to which 
the-Credidility of the Traditional Facts related in Scripture, miſtberur)y) Age de- 
creaſe. The Neceſſity of all Humane Thoughts and Actions, as being mee. 80 
Motion, and the reſuſts of pure hechaniſm, hat lu bern aſſertedi: Fu A ſſertihn, 
which overturns the I . Natural ur Inſtituted q and 
renders all Notions of '< and Mu, of Reward and Puniſſimeut, whether in this 
Life, or the next, groundleſs and Mi , Y N ens nay; 
Nor ought We, among the ſeveralilaſtancesof Infdelity, and af the Approaches 
made towards it, to omit the mention of thoſe damnable Errors, which have been 
embraced} und propagated by the · Sectof Quakerg 3 who, in ſeveral/of their Teeds 
tiſes, in their Catechiſuis, and Primera, have taught tha: Radiments abtheChriftiad 
Faltin m ſuch a manera to make it ſoem to be little than complica 
ſtem of Luhn and Eb. wile fm e eee e 
Fromthe wicked: Frinciples thuy diſſeminated, as wicked Practicts have: follow '®© 
For, tho it may with /F rach, be aſfm u that the Good Chriſtians among Us we 
never better than now; yet can it bt it hal be deny'd, that the Bud Were never 
wor ſe j and that the luſtances of A Hofane and diſſolute Behaviour, have | of Jabs 
Years, been very Numerous, and very Scandalous. .\ 117603 
- The frequency of Gatlis and 'loiprecatioins, the manifeſt Orburth of Iumnurality 
and Profaneneſs, haut made new % new Edict, nereſſary to reſtrain theſe Rib 
ormities; which yet have mar heen ea reſtrain d by them 1 
| - Seldom bach greater Vigilance betit! us/d by rhe CivibMagiltratey to ferhre ae 
ligious Obſervance of the Lord's Day . mar bath it, among the meaner Sort, priokfd 
unſucceſs ful. However, it bath nat hariiſh'd Hxceſs and Luxury, at ſuch times, from 
the Tables of de Great, nor hindted them from Walting thoſte, meren Hours in Ply 
andbvainiAmnicmnents.;c 1:53 © ob 50579194 23 with in 0d ebe ane 
The Exceſſes of Gaming have \neveobeen-moregeneratand: 4 Conſcience 
hath never, been more pproſtitute()to Intereſt; without any recs-Cenfiire 
the Extremes of Avdrice-and Profuſion have ocvbryiav the ſame point of Time, bes 


M700 volley. 1 eee diiw mas yl 


r ; Henn 
mitred byooſe and diſbrderly Perſons] im rhe Honſbif God: 
Humitiations of the Church, have bes matter df port to Duc and cable 
who have taken Pleaſure in ridiculing them, e 
they were appointed : Unnatural and abominable —— — not to be among 
Chriſtians, have been publicly practis dr and the Dehauches ff icentious Men thu 
deen indulg'd to ſuch a height, as tend in all manner of Blaiphemp and Freche. 
nett!. 414 213 c 242 mon einn gain To Whin e ac 
This ſad Harveſt We have reap'd from thoſe Seeds of Infidelieyiwhich-theRneny 
bach ſomn among Us: With what ladeſtryand'Zeal, by want darkand fabths' NM 
hark been 3 g 


Hops this Myſtery of latquity We beg'teave-ia the 


Placo#to' repreſents - 1d bus 45. 289 to 200) eilte 
KY. | 4.4 
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That Contributions have been made, made, hat Comdiuations 5 Men be ba fore 
ed, for — — —— Som nor do We doubt of- 
the Truth of rd, that the ate — diner ads 


lrreligion, have 1 ſo uniform and regular, that they ſeem 
to have been — — meerly from the caſual Contradiction, 

5 Efforts of particular Perſons, e 

ſels and Bndeavours. | 

ce Tame an Peeks tk care ofthe ltr of 
Se. Tenets: Nor do the preſent Factors 
— leſs Zealous for the attaining; cher 
of the Means that lead to Mt") *3 


: { mich very ani vain and rrifting Subjects, 
they have ei . 
Faith, by whicha right Senſe of Religious, Truths is firſt ANC eee 
3413 513 "OV BIT- 22 LOT Vie) 

| iſh'd, "nd colle@ed-into Volumes,” Ploces achten ago! 0a 
e- — hr 6 re co 

41 A v3 Tl 


© 10 Laake 
. — in the e ed 
— in order to their being purchas 
that means, convey d the 
iſe have lain — — the reach of i 5 the a 8 
They i otherwiſe have ain Commendations o COWn ritings 
(ud probably drawn up by themſelves) to — in . 
then have tranſlated them —— Tongue, and — | 
ht to Their wicked Sc! 
Minds all Notions of a Church, 
r Powers and Privileges, and Officers 
the Temp —. done their utmoſt 


ee beet cot 


pal Pillar and Stay of pure Religion. 
*They have therefore chatgd the authentick Articles ofthis Church, and the g. 
n Editions of the Bible, — 2 — and For Ty p—__ might 
Reverence due to 


one. pomng! 
e the Eſtabliſt d 


ver it was found, equy he & of pb 


Inſpiration and Miracles have been ſet up 
they have ſeem'd to countenance the Fraud, and give Credit 
TIT) reren real In- 


— ̃ — 
riters: They have ccouuts, 
e eee Tr 8 


- 


(7) 


. 1 


temn'd, than diſprov d, upon the foot of the Arguments ure'd in behalf of the; 
Truth of Chriſtianiiy. 5 | 2 


They have, with Oftentation, enumerated the ſeveral $purious Tivatifes, forg d in. 


the earlieſt Ages of the Church; which they repreſent as Times, of great Fraud 
and Impoſture, on the one hand; of, great Ignorance and Credulity, od the other; 
and they. have left this Reflection to be apply'd,. by their Readers, tothe Books of the 
new Teſtament, and the Authors of them, n 1 ee 
The Promiſes of Seek have, by one of theſe Writers, been Intetpteted, in ſuch 
an Extravagant and abſurd Senſe, as was intended to render them uggèrtain, and ug 
intelligible ; and a Plea hath been advanced in behalf of the Privilege of being tranſ-. 
lated to Heaven, without dying, according to the Terms of the Covenaat o Grace, 
with a deſign to inſinuate, that our Title to the other, Privileges, and romiſes of the 
Goſpel, is founded on no ſurer a bottom. 3 r 2 * 
Under che Cover of accounting for the growth of Deiſm, and ſpecifying th Cauſes 


of it, they, have taken occaſion to ſuggelT all thoſe bitter and ſpiteful, Refleiohs, 


which, they thought, might redound to the diſhogour of our holy Religion, 3nd, 
wound it through the Sides of its profeſs'd Servants and Followers. {44 
Their receiv d Maxim is, that no Good is to he expected from Eccleſrafticks, but by the, 
Diviſions; and, therefore, if Differences happen at any fame to ariſe am | 
gy, their conſtant practice hath been, to foment and inflame them, by Wrniag Ad. 
vocates fot the one ſide againſt the other; whereas, in Truth, they themfelyes. were 
alike Euemies to both, and were alſo in like manner deteſted by bolt of them. 
When particular and unwarrantade Opinions haye at any time been maintain d, 
by Men otherwiſe eminent for Piety and Learning, the Friends of Infidelity have not 
faild to lay hold of that Opportunity, and improve it to the prejudice of Religion, 
Thoſe very Perſons, whoſe Learned Labobrs in defence of our Common Faith they. 
had before undervalu'd, and held in utmoſt contempt, they began now to extol, and. 
pretended ta revere for the ſake of their-Errors ; their deep Judgment they ad 5 


their Integrity they magnify d, and appeal'd to their Authority, as decifive, ig 42 | 
274.2 


vour of a Paradox, when they would have retus'd to be concluded by it in any 
e ee. 

We not to haye made a full Diſcovery of all rk and ſubtle Wiles, by 
which the Inſtruments of Satan have endeavour d t& eablith his Kin 70. 485 4 
troduce a general Looſeneſs of Principles and Practices among us; Hut theſe, which 
We have now laid before Your Majeſty, are too obvious and manifeſt; not to be ob- 
ſer vd and complain'd of hy us. 7 *. 

However, neither theſe,, nor ang ther wicked Arts, and Methods, how craftily. 
ſoever coutriv'd, and how ipduſtrigufly ſoever purſg;” would have met with ſo re- 
markable Succeſs, had not other CAUS E S and Circumſtances concurr'd to help? 
forward the Event, and favour the Growth of N e Opigions. 85 

Among the chief of theſe, we reckon, the Reifloyal o that Reſtraint, which the 
Wiſdom of former Times had laid upon the Preſs;;-and which no ſaoner ceas d, than 
thoſe pernicious Principles, that befate had been whiſper?d only in Corners, among 
the Diſſotute and Lawleſs, were now .proclaim'd ia qi Streets, and "ſent abroad to 
pollute the Minds of Your Majeſty's Subjects, in all Parts of Your Dominions. * 

The meaneſt and moſt. ignorant of the People, ho had any degree of Curioſity 
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and Leiſure, were then tempted to employ it in Searches, for which they were no "ary | 


qualify d: they were furniſh'd every Day from the Prefs. With Objections againſt Re 
gion; and taught to doubt of thoſe Truths, which it had otherwiſe nexer once en- 
ter d into their Hearts to queſtion. 4 l n 
This general Liberty af the Preſs. happen'd nat long after the Time, when, by 
reaſon of Confuſions and Diſorders that uſually attend great Changes of State, che 
Reins of Government were unavoidably lacken'd, and Parties of Men; were ſuf⸗ 
fer'd to expreſs their mutual Reſehtments, and manage their Debates againſteach. 
other, with a freedom not often permitted, or practis d in more-quiet aud ſettled 
Times. Mean while, the, Indulgence granted to Men, of warſhipping God in their 
own way, incited ſome publickly, and with warmth, to eſponſetheſe Religious Opi- 
nions, which others thought themſelves bound with equal 1 oppoſe. Theſe 
Contentions in Matters of à Civil and ſacred Nature, bred in the Minds of Men, not 
well grounded in true Principles, great Perplexities and Poubts; And gave an Oppor- 
tunit y to thoſe, x ho ſat in the Scat of the Searnful, to prpmdte the Intereſts of Scepti- 
e Licentiouſneſs of. Ms Stage is another Fountain, from whence the preſent Cor- 


cum and Infidelity, | making Sport with our Diviſſons. 4 
M 
ruptions of Religion and Morality have wes On our Theatre Things Sacred and 


. 
the Cler- | 
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Money were by publick Authority provided, and apply'd for the building, ſopport- 
which Your Ma 


* 
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$f . V 0 
C. C . 
ſerious have been handled after the moſt Ludicrous manner; the Prieſthood, the holy 
Offices, and Ceremonies of our Church have been expos'd to Scorn; Obſcenity, Blaſ- 
phemous Alltfiotts to Holy Writ, and varions Soxts of Praphanenefs have abounded; 
he worlt Examples have been pfac'd in the beſt Lights, and recommended to imi- 
tation; and the Vicious Images, thus painted to the Life, and ſet out witch all manner 
of advantage, have made ſuch Impreſſions on. the minds of the Young and the Un- 


g ede Fe, dae 


"For the better diffuſing the Infection, New Theatres have been rais'd; and; at the 

urc 
perſtition and „„ EN Te OIL 8 . 

God be thanked, at that very time a different Spirit prevail d; and great Sums of 


„ 


was impionſly de ided, as 4 vain and uſeleſs Work, the effect only 


* # 
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ing, and adorning of Churches: And we cannot but hope, but this glorious Work 

reſt at our humble Requeſt was gracioufly 5 to recommend to 
Your Parliament ; id the Advancement of which, the Zeal of Yoor Parliament, influ- 
enced by that of Your Majeſty, hath already made ſo great a Progreſs, will be fpce- 
dily accompliſh'd by an am ple Proviſion for the Wants of that kind, under which the 
Inhabitants of theſe two Populdus Cities have hitherto labaur*d. They have now, for a 
long tract of Time, Year after Year, exceedingly increas'd, without a proportionable 
Increaſe of th Churches aud Chapels appointed to receive them: By which means vaſt 


, 


Numbers of Souls have been excluded from à paſſibility of attending on the Publick 


Worſhip of God, and from all the Benefits of Chriſtian Inſtruction. And the natgral 


- Conſequence of this hath been, à gradual Defe@ion from Piety and Virtue, to ler igi- 


ous Ignorance, and all mannet of looſe. and licentious Living. 


- Ts the Jacreaſe of which, They alſo contributed, who took occaſion from the 
Relaxation of thoſe Laws, Which made Abſence frpm the Eſtabliſh*d Church Penal, to 


withdraw chemſel ves entirely from all Religions Aſſemblies ; altho' that very Act of 
Eremption, which gave Liberty, in the one feſpect, equally reſtrain'd it, in the other. 


- *Nor hath the long Contiduatice of that juſt and neceſſary War, in which Your 


Majeſty. is now: engag'd (and which, we truſt, God. will enable You to finiſh as 
22 as You ve A carried it on) been unattended with Confeque nces 
Prejudictat 6: Intereſts of Religion and Goodneſs, A aan 
That this . not be our own Caſe, Your Majeſty was pleas'd to uſe Your pope: 
ful Influences with the Seares 4 Holland, and to imploy Your Royal Bounty for the 
building of a Church, in which Your Subjects might ſerve God abroad, with the fame 
Decency and Order ag at home, and be inſtructed in ſuch Religions Principles as might. 
preſerve em from thecontagion of thoſe Vices, to which a Military Life is too much 
expoſed. But notwithſtanding this Deſign is piouſly intended by Your Majeſty, and fo 
readily promoted by the liberal Contribotions of Your Subjects in the Army. We can- 
but 5 that foreign Vices to eaſily learnt in the Camp have from thence ſpread 
mſetves, by little and little, thro” the ſeveral Ranks of Men at Home, and occation'd 
a'Viſible increaſe of Luxury, Lidertiaiſm, and Profaneneſs. Falſe Notions of Honour 
have made that reputable, which the Religion of Chriſt utterly condemos ; and that 
Infamons, which it commands under the higheſt Penalties: So that They, who ſtill dare 
to own themſelves Chriſtians, by not ſending a Challenge, when affronted, or not ac- 
cepting. it, when feat, are really in a State of Perſecution, on the Account of their 
AQ Klherence to Chriſt and his Doctrine. The Prevalence of ſuch Principles and 
Pratifesdoth, in our humble Opinion, tend, not only to the Diſhonour, but even to 
the Disdelief of the Goſpel, among thoſe, who are either per ſuaded, that it is lawfa!, 
laudable, * without ſuch a Perſwaſion, determin'd, to act in Contradiction to tl e 
in Precepts of M. 2 | 
" "The Emiffities from Rome have not been wanting to lay hold of this Opportunity 
for the Advancement of their Cauſe ; to which nothing is ſo ſerviceable as Scepriciſm, 
ald laoſeneſ$ of Life: And theſe, therefore, they have always encourag'd to the beſt 
of their Power. "They. have ſwarm'd in our Streets of late Years, and have been 
ry buſy in n And, ſiace their known way of dealing in ſuch Caſes, 
=y bring. Men round to Infallibility by the way of lofidelity ; we doubt not but 
ir ſabele Arts, and reſtleſs Endeavours of this kind, may be reckon'd one Cauſe 
of the preſent Growth of Irfeligion among vs. | 
Other Cauſes have — concurr'd ; an * want of A ow 9 A 
Proclamations, and Ininnstions, which were piouſly fram'd; and the faint a 
Proſecutions of ſome notorious Offenders: By which means, what was de- 
do curb and reſtrain their Iuſolence, tended rather to „ , 
| or 


*% 


rn magnificent Structure) the — — 050 
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Nor are we in ſenſtble, how mpch Region Taty filler d H vad Pretenced, g 
fathom thoſe Depths of Divine Wiſdom, which"*afe unſearchable, and: to advance 
nice Explications of Myſteries Which are inexplicable; by the- Mä pplication or 
Mathematical Reaſonings to matters of meer Revelation; by the Attempts made! 
to ſhew, how. all the Steps taken in that” great Work of 'Orthjpotence, the, Ste- 
ation of the World, were to be actounted for bythe Known Laws of Motion "rd" 
that the Deſtruction of it, by the Peluge, might in like manner he explain'd. For 
the Tendency of ſuch Attempts hath been, to chnipe the ThonyAits of Men to ſe- 
cond Canfes, and to intimate, how little the Wifdom of God "was concernd in 
making the World. nnen n 
But Theſe, and ſuch Cauſes as theſe, having A Kg general ahh diſcernable Iuflu- 
ence towards producing the Evils complain'd of; We hive chofen rather to reſt in 
the Conſideration x thoſe, which are more Extenſive apd apparent, and have hee 
remarkably fruitful of the ILL "CONSEQUENCES, Which we are ett ro. 
lay hefore” your Majeſty. . „„ Bear e brug. a 
The Diſtiononr, which the late exceſſive Growth of Infidelity,; Hereſy, and Pro- 
faneneſs, hath brought on our holy Faith, on our . and Nation, is too g 
to be diſregarded, and too manifeſt to be difſenbled:* The e bur be, 
btenfifſhed& by this Reflection, That, at'a time, when the ſtrongeſf Evidences of its 
Divine Original haye, been produc d, and fer in the faireſt Light, ſb many ſhogtd 
revolt from it. Our” Eccleſiaſtical and Civit Conſtirution moſt needs undergo 
| Reproach , as if we either wanted Laws to puniſh, füch Enortnities, or Zeal 7 
turn the Edge of thoſe Laws upon dating Offengers.. TT OI 
It is lamentable to reflect, how many Souls hive been loſt, by imbibing icked 
Doctrines from thoſe Books, which have been fatter d for ſeverat Years with It: 
punity through this Kingdom; how many more are endanger'd"by too near 'Ap- 
proaches” towards Infidelity, though rake in Relig as, yet anal al Ne to it; 
7 


what a Spirit of Indifference and Neutrality in Religion hath b en 10 through 
ſich Vehicles, into the Minds of Men, and hath; at laſt, 6 far prevaitg, as to be- 
come the diſtinguiſhing Character of the Age we lixe in. 
We doubt not, but chat divers of Vour n eicher by the Scandal 
ariſing from the late obſervable Growth of Profancnefſs, or by Tharing the Conta- 
gion of 17 at laſt been perverted a0 e and we te Tyre, that many 
of them been made wore 7 and worte Subjects, by the means of it 
For Infidelity, where embrac'd, cäncels all the ſtrongeſt Obligations of Duty, an- 
diſſolves thoſe Religious Bands of Obedience, by which the T nes of Princes are 
beſt ſecur'd, and their Authority molt firmly . And therefore, we can- 
not but obſerve to Your eth, rbar, they, who derided Churches, and Citeds, 
and Myſteries, were the mne who inful the Memory, aud jvſtify'd the Mur-. 
der of the Royal Martyr ;; applanded the Rebeſſion rais d againſt Him, and have 
taken a great deal of wicked Pains, in r and publiſniag the Works of 
thoſe Writers, who were the moſt deglar'd and Irreconcileable Enemies to Mo- 
Harch In | | uy | F . 8 * Sy abs , ** * a ® 4 
But the worſt Conſequence of our Impieties &, that 17 have made us obno- 
xious to the Diſpleaſure of Almighty God; who_may Juffly, on their Account, 
be provokd to viſit, vs with his fevereſt Judgments, by Keie the continued. 
Current of Succefs,. With which he hath hicherto"blefsd our Affairs, and Gewer- 
ing us into the Hands of our Enemies; by withdrawing the pure Light of his. 
Goſpel from us, and letting in the Abomigations bf Popery among ubs. * 
Our only Comfort under this fad Proſpeck, , That as far and wide a the In⸗ 
feckion hath. ſpread, chere are many ſtill left, who continue untainted by it; many, 
who, imitating the pious Example, ſet” by Your "Majeſty, bold 7&#t the Profeſſap at 
their Faith without wavering, and — U y- Ar of Chriſtfan Graces and 
Virtues, in the midſt of a perverſe and cropked Generation,” the mighty 
Growth of Infidelity hath been attended with ane Good Sade e 4; 4 
Ill ones; That the Zeal of devout. Perſans, bach thereby bern"excited th do every. 
thing, that in them lay, towards reſiſting and ſtemming this Ahh + of 1 / 
Nor have their Endeayours been fryitlefs; our Eyes daily fee the” publick and; haps, 
py Effects of them. Divine Service, and "Sacraments, have” of late Pee oftner 
celebrated, and better frequented, than formerly the Citechifiug of Youth hath 
been more generally practis d, and with greater Succeſs : Vaſt Sams. have been fur- 


niſh'd by private Contributors, to ſuſtain the Charge of b TI, Poor ache! 
—_ 


. 


in a pious and uſeful manner; and many other new and noble 
85 r 
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rity have been ſet on foot, of which ſome mention was made in the Entrance of 
the Account, now laid before Your Majeſty. 21 Wr 

Of theſe We already feel the good Influence, and hope, that they may hereaſter 
prove a Remedy equal to the Diſeaſe, under which We labour. ln the mean time, 
other Methods of redreſſing theſe great Miſchiefs may, we humbly. conceive. be ſuc- 
ceſsfully rry'd ; ſuch, as the Courſe of the foregoing Reflections, and Vour Majeſty's 
great Wiſdom and Piety have already ſuggeſted to You. | — vp 

We entertain not the leaſt doubt of Your Majeſty's firm Reſolution to reader the 
Laws, and Edicts, ſet forth for the Suppreſſion of Immorality and Profanenefs, uſeful 
to that Purpoſe, by an impartial and vigorous Execution of them; and to reform the, 
Corruptions of the Stage, which have been fo inſtrumental in; vitiating, young and in- 
nocent Minds, and have given Matter of ſo juſt Offence to all ſerious and devour. 


Cr. Lans. | , 8 2 5 N . =” , 272 {1 
7 \ i are entirely perſuaded, that Your Majeſty. will, in the moſt effectual manner, 


diſcountenance all ſuch Perſons, as are profligate in their Lives, or the known Abet- 
ters and Spreaders of impious Opinions, by excluding them from all Marks of Your 
Royal Favour. | \ Woo £5 | Nr = 
And we r our ſelves, from the happy Aon of theſe Remedies, which 
Your Maje Lone is able (and not more able, than willing) to apply, great and 
durable = Nie 980. 6 25t bans I 32442 F 
Me are F e that Vour Majeſty will in the moſt effectual manner diſ- 
countenance all ſuch Perſons as are protigate in their Lives, or the known Abettors 
and Spreaders of impious Opinions; and the repeated Aſſurances which Your Maje- 
ſty (hom God long preſerve.) hath been pleaſed to give to Your People, of Your 
Care to tranſmit the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, as eſtabliſh'd by 
Law, give us great hopes, that our Enemies of the "Side 44.000 ch will at laſt be 
effeQually diſcouraged from attempting the Ruin of that excellent Church, of which, 
under Chriſt, Tout Majeſty is the Chief Gayernour, and glorious Defender. , 
With inexpreſſible Satisfaction we reflect upon the noble Proviſion made by the 
preſent Parliament for Fifty New. Churches, and we pleaſe our ſelves with a pro- 
of the which will every Day be gain'd, by this means, upon Vice and 
trreligion ; when all Excuſes for gon-attendance on the Publick Worſhip will be re- 
mor'd, and the Law, which makes tho, who abſtain from all ſorts of Religious AC 
ſemblies, ſtill obaoxious to Puniſhment, may be exerted in its atmoſb Farce, with- 
ont giving juſt occaſion of Complaint to any Man. mn n 
Nor are We without. hope, that theſe our Synodical Aſſemblies, regularly and 
conſtantly held, may be one uſeful means of checking the Attempts of profane Men, 
and preventing the Growth of pernicious Errors. Eſpegially, if, by the Authority, 
or Intervention of ſuch Synods, ſome. way might be to reſtore the Diſcipline 
of the Church, now too much relax'd and decay, to its. priſtine Life and Vigor; 
and to ſtrengthen the ordinary Juriſdiction of Eccleſiaſtical Courts, now too much re- 
ſtrain'd and infeebled : Both which Ends, as far as they ſhall appear to be ſabſervient 
to the Intereſts of Religion and Vertue, and no ways to interfere with the Laws and 
Liberties of our Country, We do not, under the propitious Influence of Your Ma- 
jeſty's Adminiſtration, deſpair of attainingngg. e 
But that, for which we at preſent, in moſt earneſt, and moſt bumble manner ad- 
dreſgour ſelves to Your Majeſty, is, That by Your Royal Interpoſition, an Act may be 
obtain'd, for reſtraining the preſent exceſſive and ſcandalous Liberty of Printing wick-. | 


el Books at home, or importing the like from abroad, in ſuch manner, as to the Wiſ- 


dom of Your Majeſty and Your, Parliament ſhall ſeem moſt Expedient. For, as we 
take ne to have ure chief 8 1 = Cauſe of 74 ar pb 1 we now 
complain; ſo we.queſtion not, but Removal of it would be the moſt ſpeedy 
and effect CureE-orebem. | e 


Out daily and fervent prayer to Cod is, That Your Majeſty may be the happy 
Inſtrument of thee, and many other Bleſſings, to this Church and State ; That You 
may be as Proſperous in Your Deſigns againſt Infidelity, and Vice, here at Home, as 


* 


wt 


Ton have been in all Your Underta gs againſt the common Enemy Abroad; and 


may, by that means, add, what alone is wanting to compleat the Glory, and crown 
the Succeſſes of Your erer memorable Reign. as gi A 9 ” ary 
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